In-class exercise:  Critical Comparison

1. As a group, isolate a theme or an idea in Yellow Raft in Blue Water that reminds you of a similar idea in another book we've read.  On a separate sheet of paper, write a couple of sentences that say what that theme is, what book you're comparing to Yellow Raft, and why you consider this an important theme in the two books you're considering.

THEN, divide your group into two smaller groups.  One subgroup should address #'s 2 & 3 for Yellow Raft.  The other should address #'s 2 and 3 for the second book.

2. Now think about where that theme is discussed in the novel. On a separate sheet, list three or four scenes in the novel in which that theme plays a role.  Be as specific as you can.  

3. Now think about how that theme is handled in the novel.  Judging from the scenes you've isolated above, what point is the author trying to make about that theme?  Write that point down, as clearly as you can, on your separate sheet

THEN, join back into a full group to work on #4. 
4. As a group, make a claim about the similarities and differences in the ways each of these authors approaches your theme.  THEN -- and this is crucial -- write a couple of sentences explaining what we can learn -- about Native American literature, or about Native American life -- by comparing the way your theme is handled in these two books.

