Apocalyptic Hope

Spring 2006

Guidelines for Discussion Groups:

· In order to do this well, the group will have to meet outside of class, probably more than once.  Exchange each other’s vital information – e-mail address, phone number, social security number, PIN number for your ATM card – so you can arrange that.  Actually, you don’t have to give each other your PIN numbers.  But you will need to give them to me.

· For the first day:
· Each member of the group should write a response, and each member should be ready to read his or her response in class.  These don’t have to be much different from the responses you’re doing now, but it would be a good idea to share them with each other – and perhaps revise them after talking to each other – before you bring them to class.  Your job, as a group, is to open the class discussion. Your other job is to keep me from doing it, or from taking over afterwards, which I am prone to do.  Stop me!  Stop me before I teach again!

· The group as a whole should set the agenda for the class discussion.  That means, really, giving us some questions to consider beforehand  So, before a Tuesday class, the group should e-mail a list of what it considers central questions to the rest of the class.  That way the class can consider those questions in its own responses to the material, and we can all come ready to talk.

· The group should provide the class with a bibliography of further reading.  This should include other works by the author we’re considering, but it should also include recent academic articles (look in the MLA database, JStor and InfoTrac and ProQuest) and books.  Each member of the group should have read at least one of these articles or books in addition to the reading you’re doing for class.

· The bibliography you present to the class should be a REAL bibliography, formatted according to MLA guidelines.  It should NOT just be a printout of something you got off the internet.  Such things suggest that you suck.  You may not, in fact, suck.  But you, like everybody else, should do everything you can to avoid the suggestion that you do.

· The group should also provide the class with a biography of the writer we’re considering.  Again, no fair just printing one off the web.  You’ll need to do some reading for this part:  give us a sense of who this person is.  All of you should participate in gathering the information for the biography, but feel free to select one person to write it up as his or her first response paper.

· For the second day:


· You need to give us all homework:  give us something to read for our Thursday class.  An article would be nice.  Maybe a bit of a snippet from something else the author has read.  Maybe something his contemporaries have written about him.  But something.  Use your imagination, and push us.

· Each member of the group should send an e-mail to the class on Wednesday night.  You needn’t collaborate on these: just let each of you write an e-mail that presents problems, that poses questions, that makes some claim the rest of the class can take up on Thursday.
